Sponsors' Foreword  by unknown
Neuron, Vol. 40, 191, October 9, 2003, Copyright 2003 by Cell Press
Sponsors’ Foreword
Progress in our understanding of the cell biology of The Institutes that support basic, behavioral, and clinical
neurons is in an explosive phase, with exciting findings neuroscience research at the National Institutes of
emerging virtually every day. Studies of the cell biology Health have had a sustained interest and commitment
of neurons—how cells differentiate into neurons, form to studies of the cell biology of neurons. The laboratories
their elaborate architecture, communicate with each of many of the authors of the present volume and a
other, change and adapt with exposure to abused sub- significant portion of the work that they describe have
stances, process and encode sensory information, been supported by the NIH for decades. We consider
learn, interact with glia, traffic various cellular compo- this area to be one of the most exciting frontiers in
nents, maintain their health—provide the essential foun- neuroscience and anticipate that tremendous advances
dation for studies of normal and abnormal brain function will be made over the next decade—advances that not
over the life span. These studies add substantially to only add to our understanding of the brain, but also
our understanding of the cellular and molecular bases contribute substantially to our eventual understanding
of devastating brain disorders such as Parkinson’s dis- of fundamental brain disorders, pointing the way toward
ease, schizophrenia, addiction, depression, Alzheimer’s preventions, treatments, and cures.
disease, disorders of vision, hearing and language im-
pairment, taste and smell dysfunction, spinal cord injury,
mental retardation, and developmental disabilities.
Story Landis, Ph.D., Director, Thomas R. Insel, M.D., Director,
National Institute of Neurological Disorders National Institute of Mental Health
and Stroke
Nora D. Volkow, M.D., Director, Paul A. Sieving, M.D., Ph.D., Director,
National Institute on Drug Abuse National Eye Institute
Richard Hodes, M.D., Director, James Battey, M.D., Ph.D., Director,
National Institute on Aging National Institute on Deafness and Other
Communication Disorders
Ting-Kai Li, M.D., Director, Judith H. Greenberg, Ph.D., Acting Director,
National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and National Institute of General Medical Sciences
Alcoholism
Duane Alexander, M.D., Director,
National Institute of Child Health and
Human Development
For information on the areas of interest for each institute, please visit the websites listed below and contact our staff
listed at these websites:
NINDS: http://www.ninds.nih.gov/funding/index.htm
NIMH: http://www.nimh.nih.gov/diva/index.htm#mcnrb
NIDA: http://www.nida.nih.gov/Funding/
NEI: http://www.nei.nih.gov/funding/index.htm
NIA: http://www.nia.nih.gov/funding/
NIDCD: http://www.nidcd.nih.gov/funding/
NIAAA: http://www.niaaa.nih.gov/extramural/extramural.htm
NIGMS: http://www.nigms.nih.gov/research/
NICHD: http://www.nichd.nih.gov/funding/funding.htm
